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A Visualization Method for Variation of Characters’ Relationships
Along with Story Developments
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Abstract This paper proposes a method to visualize the variation of relationships among characters to support
users in understanding story development. Though the correlation diagram may visualize the characters’ relation-
ships, most of those are still and do not enable us to understand the variation of relationships. Moreover, the
correlation diagram is not sufficient to visualize the two different types of timelines: timeline for readers (i.e., read-
ers’ timeline) and timeline for the world in the story (i.e., story’s timeline.) The proposed method represents the
characters’ relationships as a network and adapts the structure of the network, along with the timeline. The rela-
tionships among characters in the story’s timeline correspond to the reader’s timeline enable users to understand
how the story develops even rhythms and tricks. This paper studies the design concept and application of the
proposed method.
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