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Estimating Comic Content Using Deep Learning

Byeongseon PARK*™ and Mitsunori MATSUSHITA*

Extracting information from comic images is more difficult than that from natural images such as photographs.
This is because they are expressed in black and white line drawings and the contents are often drawn using
special techniques such as exaggeration and simplification. Due to these characteristics, sufficient extraction
accuracy cannot be obtained using general functions of conventional image processing such as SIFT (Scale-
Invariant Feature Transfer) and HOG (Histograms of Oriented Grandients).

In recent years, however, techniques of applying deep learning to comics have been proposed, contributing to
a significant improvement of accuracy.

In addition, this technology can be used interpreting and estimating comic stories. This paper introduces
research trends in deep learning applied to comic image processing.
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C3: 1. maps 16@10x10
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Fig.1 The Overview of the Convolutional Neural Network
(CNN) 19,

—HT, BSOS BNTRE, 2=ty
=2 BTNV AL T HRBFE TV T) AL B0
AN HED SN TS (eg, [4, 14]). ZOFEET L
T ALTI, A& o TRkaE SN2 HEE = H v 5 7RI
BN, 32— 210 L 2% RRTHREEZEET 5720,
N TIEREET 2 & AW KB 2132 2 L AT g
Thb. ZOL)RFEBFHOFRE, L3Iy 7Ils
VB BRI 2 T B BRI 5 0T Fik e LCEL
TWBEWZ L, 29 LEEREOT, ARECIRERSE 2w
7233y 7L ONEEROBERHICOVTIRIT 5.
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VAE— 2 —F WAy T =2 BF VR T HEREE T
VT ZLZHT BRI Sh/-Z 22k, W
RIS BF I BT B R ASTREE I 2 o0 H 5. RIEFE S
T & % BANE, BRI L IHEN B RN Vv R
SEGUEHRA DA L, AW T % v Tl & 92819
LZFENTRTH o7z, ERRIERE & LTiE, RFT#EET
Iy VHMITEIZEDMEEZ L A 75 A{LL 7 Histogram
of Oriented Gradients (HOG) '™ %>, HEEE - Ml - JIL KA /S
ANEE 7 R T i 5 T & % Scale-Invariant Feature Transform
SIFT)?Y®D k9l 2 —=1) AT 1 7 AR S FERE AL <
bhTwi., LaL, MEEomRICEI» TikaHoko
BRI TLORETH L IR v, 2L, #Es
BTG LT 201G T — 7RG 2 5 BRI =% HE)
M9 27 70 —FTh ), ABOMIRLR#RKE EAH T8
BT o5moikitziEs L7z,

MR BT 2 REFEORTHRENLZ TV T) A8 L
LT, LeCun 5DEHAAA=2—F VA v hJ—2 (Convo-
lutional Neural Network, CNN) 5% F 5% (Fig. 1 ).

CNN 0§, fERkD=2—F Vv b7 =2 EFMICH
OLEFET VOB, BAAARE (Fig. 1 IZBIT5
C, Cs C5) BEXOT—=V 7k (Fig1IZBII2 S, Si) &
M-S 050k 2 T8 2 R A Lok 2 o 2 L TH L. ZolF
Bk E, CNN OEREELHEMILINERDO =2 —F L %
vy hT—2EFNVEFBETHD. CNNICBIT2H2EO 7 F
Hoa=vy M2, ZOEMDEO AT y(i=1, -, m) OE
EFNINA T AP S N

xj:bi"_téyiwa' ( 1 )

BARNENE. 0 x%, WWHEILBIE L XN 2 IR
AN LR DIRE =) B2 D2=y bOWIj L%,

Fig.2 The Example Results of the Liu's Method?.

ROBOFKFL=y MZATIS NG, WHHEALBEE A 1F, &k
VI EA FBEBf()=1/0+e™) DT h, ¥EEIEf(x)=
max(x;,0) &\ ) A FFDo 2= v I (rectified linear unit,
ReLUYW) &< Mlibhd L)k ->THY, PR
O LIZHEBL Twa. @F, CNN O EAEIz I3 B
Box=y " HEETHEAELZEZ 1B ERET S (Fig. 1
ZBITD Fe). 79 AGHPHWNOYE, Rttoliici, H
MWor o 2A%EABOLI=y b nfliZREL, ZhbDL=
v bNORI) x(G=i,n) &, LAY AT 4 v 7B (D
LEY 7 b=y 7 ABE)

b= (2)

WV (Sp=112%5), MHET5.

FROBENSER SN Ay P T =2 12X 581, TN
WAL EEBF T VEEGERRIS, £ TVOGEEREY
MET B2 ETi . BB, MHRBECHEI=y M, V7 b
v 7 ABBIC X A IERME R(2)ZB) 2X), WHEds”s
T AN T BHMESE pu, -, pu DT B, HFHEREEE, A
CTNVEHNTAZEEN N A, dik, EBEOBT
D, pn DTEEEZ ST Y baE—

c=—é¢mgm (3)

WCEoTlla, COCHNEL BB LI, KEOT VY
DR hip BE KL= FONAL T R by, S 5HICHBBIC
R LA OERE N T AR WIET 5.
CHHDBBTHONDL T A—FIZLoTHLNE/T X
— 5%, NCXo TGt an ez v A 5EkiEE ok
XRENTHY, TR o TATREGT 2 2 WA K
BUEOIFME 2135 2 LD HETH D, TNFTOILENLHEGE
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a brown and white dog jumps
over a dog hurdle

a man in a black shirt and his
little girl wearing orange are
sharing a treat

Fig.3 The Example Results of the Yagcioglu’s Method?.

VCI

(a) Anchor points of level 2

VCl

(b) Anchor points of level 3

Fig.4 The Example Results of the Rigaud’'s Method* .

JE2EB IR A B COWEMDHEATE Y, WELEIZ BT
LHET LOEEZBIT T Y Z2ohTdh, W{ROER
HEBICH T & A7 & LT 52 W IAH <0 3 S 0 A pl
BT B8 E LT, Liu 5% Yagcioglu 5 OEEENZTF S
%. Liu 5¥1& CNN Z w7z ke oW €71 & L C,
Single shot multibox detector (SSD) % &% L 7z. SSD 4,
AT W55 & FIRA F v O 7 70 —F % b3 CNN Tl
BWRONE % M4 5 One-Stage (Shot) & MEEN BT 7
OU—FO1HTHY, BEAFOFETIE Bounding Box D)%
W72 TiTo T 72?2k L, SSD Tid CNN OB D E
2 5 YR D Bounding Box # 19 5% (Fig.2 &), 72,
Yagcioglu 1%, ANERICHEICHEL L ZEEO ¥ v 7
Ta O ENIZLRT VO T v 7Tk o TEKRS
DA ERR—=2ADOBRITEWT 5 2 LT, BELHAED
FVBLISCERE TV R L7 (Fig. 3 318).

IO L) BRFEFETE, GEAREOHRKREGREL D LORHO
WY I =g YPEFICLRL, R ICRRHE (eg.,

FIANRA, WHokE, BOWEFH) R LI v 2%
TAHMIBELT WS,

3. REFZEZzRAVEII v I OEGRE

HARBIG L FRRICT I v 7 ERICB VTS, FEFEI Y
T %1 SIFT % HOG & Wiz ARIC & » TGN S Iz 45
FHOIZESFIBLS ERE 2o Tz, 33y 7 OBGLEIC
BULERWFRES AL LT, IIvroaxReikEhLy
EOLAT Y MW 2 EREORHETIR, TF A PO
BTN L. ZohTh, Rigaud 573333 v sl A7
Y NEFZEOEMICHT AN MAL LT, Fa~voiEedE
TLEOOEMEL LT, KavtavoT7 oy h—, ¥y 57
Y —DHEOMNEOHEEZIHWT WS (Fig.4 2R). %7,
Praneesh 5%, 2 I v Z7OFF A FOFEMICHET 2 4
AE LT, HENEOEEGE NG LI EEISER S NS
) LM EEDOFE LD GHTFETHLI TR Y TD
—ffiCTdH b Fuzzy c-Means” Z{HH L, 2 I v 7 IHEh/-f

(38) HARM %458 #58% 4575 (2019)



PARK + MATSUSHITA : Estimating Comic Content Using Deep Learning 531

Fig.6 The Example results of the Striker's method® (The
images from the left, top to bottom are taken from:

Ningyoushi by Omi Ayuko, Platinum]Jungle by Shinohara
Masami. The images from the right, top to bottom are
taken from : RisingGirl by Hikochi Sakuya, ParaisoRoad
by Kanno Hiroshi).

LMD T A YT — Y g VX o TR ORE &I
x4/ (Fig.5 ). LrLIhoouizETlE, axeF
X T 77— ONESBICYE HBRICDH LIRS, D
WIETH 2 KM E LR R T I LR 72b oo, 7
BRI > 2IRW (eg, IR TRV F v
5057 —D%E ¥ x50 5 —=EEC L) mLIRAE
HECANR L » TR TIIFEEAMEIRT 5 Z L AR S
7o L7227 PANCE F X 57 5 —0@N*P D LX)
IV I ONEOHLE %2 EEOBRRICHT 2 A H o7
A, REROREERLTHMEDME N E W) AP HFEEL TV &
oDz eIk -T, AMICX2%ETIR, ELBTS 3
v 7 OFRBUTKIG T E 2 TR FEHE 2 A3 2 & IZNEET
HHLEZOLND.

=T, EAETEEEFEZIN) ANSLZLIZL-T, 20
X9 BN A RIET 2 LWL oz & v ) JEHRL K
BFohTn5s, avR 7T F 2 FOFRICBOTHEOTIEX

Fig.7 The Example results of the Ogawa’'s method® (The
images from YamatoNoHane by Saki Kaori).

D MEREOM EBS VAR SN EIZ, Fr T2 5 —0ikBIC
BOTHE LW LR S W2, 2512, Y
BILEAr77u—F VB Z ETED EBELRRRICOWTH
TIFZED T T w5, Strikter 5¥1F, HRMIRIZE 5
TANB OB T v F~—2 %% 3 % Deep alignment network®
ZIGHT A2 LT, Iy 7 IMbhizFx o275 —DEHT ¥
FY—27 2B TEZETNVEREL, HEURFPRFEGAAET
W - IS EEMEEIC LD EN FLOOLNZZHADII v 7D
[Hi{% 57— %+ > b Mangal09 7— k> b *1 2B W T 80%
DI RE % EB L7- (Fig. 6 2H4). Strikter 5 DEF VI,
BHARMRIZ o N) = 3 YRR TH 0, 1EEIC X
S TEBFEPR L L) HEEFROT I v 7 TLEWEE
ZRLTHBY, Strikter 5OEF NV OMMHRERZIEHT S &
T, ¥¥ 775 —OREOWERF v 7 ¥ —DFELHIZT =X
—varah5 2o RENNFETEX 5. 72, Ogawa
5%, BEfFO CNN #RX—2 & LEF LTI, KR T
— I N—AELELT D MEREFRIT 5 72912 SSDY & s H
FTHILTIAIVvIZOARRTFAN, Fv I8 —%BREN
BT — 7 EmTHOEAMITHIETE % SSD300-fork 2% L 7:
(Fig.72M). Ogawa HOEFNVIE, II v 7 OEFZOEHE
HIREH D JATIZE TH 5 Rigaud HPOFFE L N, T3 DK
HWHRRIZS 2D 0D, Fx 527 5 —ORMMRIENTH- 12
R, BEOEZEOERICBWTLEBEZRTRE, BWill
Az RL.

SOOI, BREFHOBERZL-T, 33 vy 7Bl
TGP BEAFARJE I e TR RE 2SI 1§ 5 & 381, BFZEsIso
WRICOEBK L 72, 72720, BRTIEZa I vy 7 icHlieh 2285
OFEMEHINTBY, aIvroiiELIzavER—=I1C
LoTEENDEA b= —2{RT S &\ o 72 NI S
LY AT E RN TIE R, BEOMRIEETIE, Dai-
ku 5202 L B L —FPHALVHEDOR—VDPRETE LK
RIYATLAOEREHME L7z ONNIZHED L Y x v IViEEE

*! http://www.mangal09.org/ja/ (2019 4E 8 1 10 HAF-AEMERR)
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FIVORENZFFT SN L. Daiku Sk, T3 v 7 ONFILH—
DY ¥ YVIZHRE T, HENZ T —<HRET L MICHEH L
BNR—=VIHPNTNEE Yy YV E LTHEET B EF L &R
Z L7z, Daiku 5OHESEHT 2 & TL—FOBMMIEH
FECOAEMOHEE A B2 B 2 LW TE S, Lol
BRCRRONIAERM DAL E LIHELZRLTWwS RIZ, 2
IV OHITROR=VEFTRTHM L TEEET) 720, %
FEIZIHF 722 A MWK TH D Z LAREE 2> TV 5.

4. REH S OARBEROER

FElL2E912, T3y 2B ERMEE, HAMGE
FBCEBEEIC L > TRERERI LT L, Th
LOTHIL, Fr 7278 —DBMERYEY 7B T 5
ZLIETELD, INLDBEROAT, IIvr0arTry
ELTONBELRDEHTHAHA M= —%{RT L EIHE
BTEAEV. A3V ZORA M= —EF ¥ Ty —%HhLE L
TERSh, ZOEMIEIFY 275 —0RE (e.g, FEKWY -
DIRIRTE, ffE, KR, FEbW) RATE (eg, B, #E
%5) OBbICkoTHRIENL. 2FY, IIvIrONEH
e ERTH720120F, Fv 525 —OWMBNIELHEE SO
A D=V —%BKT 2EROMBALEE 4 5.

41 AIVVICBITEERR

ZIT, FHLEFEIVA MY —CEER I v 7 ONEE
WOBETELLTHKII vy 7 ORMIHEH LY. 2392
DFEMIF, T—FRFEALZI LD VAEAT LI, EELR
BEZFED. FIZIE LI —FNAI v 2 2RRLDIC
Fig. 8 ICH B A DRV I ODIERDEREZ RTW5D &
T4, I—HIIH Fig 8 D(a) LK Fig8D(b)DaAIvrd
WEEMLRL LD, FKOFOF ¥ 527 5 —DERLHLY
(e.g., Fig.8d(a)oad “a—7" L “4l"), Fig.8 ®
(b)) OHAF WK & “A—=v") 2H5ZET, Zo0n3
IV IEMPR I T N ePHo T0BE I EHIEICDDS.
—F T, Fig.8 D (b)DFEMKIX, Fig.8 D (c) LEMIIEL S
LoD, PTnwbarts MIIEDWTWBLZ RS 05.
DEHIZ, T—HF—ZFRIH PN ERERARDL 2 & T,
KRXONEZHENLEHGOBIZED T I v 7 ORI ZLTH1E
WMELTHCEZEPWHETH D, Lo T, ARTITERESY
WCHDLFRISH PN A TV s FO#N R LT, 2
IV 7 ONEZIIRT 57200 HIRE LTIHET 5.

42 FRKICETh3ANIEEHR

FENTI Y 2 OFIDP LFAMNS Z EHTE HHHUI TR
DEHTKHTES.

® i

AL, BRI ED XD itk e Hv CfER 2 F3
LTIl 20 HAEYT. 33y 73 Emo k)
WEEORMBIZE > CTHRICER SR a7V ThH
b, XoTay 7 oMEICIIBMOMmERET L vo
7o, TEBEEAOBEIHND. 512, TEF MK
LT, AHOT 73V ADESVR, 7Y =7 O
HEOMAPSIIBWT, BEMWICAKOBEE L 13548 7% 54
Hilhz @RI b b, Zhid, 33 v 7 OMfE

(c) Everyday Osakana-chan (by Uka Kuniki)
Fig.8 The Samples of the Comic’s Cover.

MOFRRERELELATHIEDS, LVIEHDT—
RICH - E T 7200 LRkES2 5. Bl
Fig.8 ® (¢ ) DL, ofeihLh dibhTwsm
DOFEFN LW FIZTFT 7 IV XL E N7 ANWhHiri €
WB I ENS, BRrRFRWEAMLS. —Ji, K Fig
8D (a) kM Fig.8 ® (c)IZHARAMR ATV = 7 M
Eh M, RS AWOEREH L) FEICHANTW 5
oo, Fx I 75 —OFALIEMHTIRI SN TWS.
UEoZ nn, BHERITHRENEIZHALZLDR
W3y IADE IR EREDT S TR BN
I DL BEHEFFOLF 2 5.

® X|F—1—

A b= =L, FRICERB S NARTONFICHET
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Fig.9 The Example results of the Saito’s method®.

LIEMEIRT. T I v ZIIMER T =X - a Y&
B, AEREIW 2 EOBENEBOAL ST, s oM
AEbRICL > THREND A =Y —] ZZpar
TFUYIDOEBLTHILEEZLD. TDD, [ZOEMIC
BEDIIBRAM=)=PEFNTVDEZOHN] L) A
=) =BT A1, ORI E ERE
525, XoT, fEREMEROFMRITK L THEEHEM
DAL= —ZHENTEL L) IEHREZ G252 0%
V.o 251, BRI AOIM L 2B 1 OKD 72T O
Hm L F72d, ZIICHIK 2L STE B EHUIBRY 28
BB, FEHZEROZA b= —ZBVWTikbEES
EUDbNDEREREL, A FAMELTEET S, &
MICEHSNDL A b= =L, FIZ[¥FUA] &
(a7 M 25 ens. ¥, ERICEITNL Y
F VUG T, BRICHDIPNF YT 7 5 —DRERIT
), MEBRICELSTHFY T2 7 —DbAER R
P, RO — WA WICRI SN S, Pz X
Fig.8 ®(b) & Fig.8 O (c)DIEMDOF ¥ 5 7 ¥ —13,
TR EBZFEIRNTVDS LIZWBEICEATHS Z &
5, KM ZBEARAAZ S, — TR Fig8®(a)D*
YT 77— 3R AR TERLTVWDEETH S, RKikz
FoTWbEIRZB, F2, BRICEINhLav BT
FTIE, Fx 775 —OKRPLFELY, ERLHEMOAF
TV MR EOWMERIZE T, EHOA =1 —
DEMREF—7, W - AL RS RSN 5.
Blz1E, MFig8D(a)DfEMOF ¥ T2 5 —idu—7
ZOFTWAY, fIZFH-TWARYTE2E, HROW
HEOXALICEM L2 T A2 b, — /T, K
Fig.8 ®(b) & Fig.8 D (c)DEMOF v T2 & —13H
RoOfRe A=y, T vr iy, HROLITEW
AT IDMAZAE. TOLHI, BHIEI NS OH
FHRIZE 5T, MFig.8M(b)& Fig.8 D (c)AHMLL
7avke 7 EFHL, WFig8m(a)hiisrarvte”s
FafoZ L 2T 5 EAREE 2D,

COL) HFERICEEINHREETHEMT A2 LT, WH
DA Iy 7 BRI LNENHRE LD EHITHT 5 2 &8
WHEE %, EITHEH LI, FHMRICES Iy 7ok
W7 7 AR L LT, FRICETNZEZOTTHE
MmO [T ] ICHTAMEHmEMNL, 23y 7 2HEo
FBFEICOWTERET 5.

a7 MEBIIMOER LD D TS EdxiEd] &
W IRMIZBWT, HREOMAEDSDL LR VERTH D L EZ
bNBTD, MRV AT A~NOERGIHEHBWEETE 5.
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51 EFIUERE

33 v 7O LI ICAICE - TH 2N ERIC T 2 Edhh
DORFEE LT, Saito 512 & % Illustration2Vec™ 23281F H 1t
%. Saito HIIW GO EMRE X7 VL L TR L, BRIk
DWW AEMREZEB T 5 72 © 12, Network In Network
(NIN) EFNV® L VGG EF NV ZHMAEDE CNN EF NV
ZREL/. Saito 5OHPETIE, AJJENA T A D% 4096
WILONRZ S VICEMRL, 15 A M2 RTEEMEM LT 2
72D, AFAMeONALFYEE (¥7) ZFHT5-00
CNN €7 V& Jl#i3 5. Fig.91, Saito 5 DIEETFIVITE
> TRLNLMIFEROP % RS, Saito SOFLEZICHAT %
ZLICE T, BHICHPNI W ERZHEET D 2 LA
Wb EEZONSL. UL, Saito HVFE G E L7z Mm%
34 vy —%v b EOA T A MY A MRS 100 77
BULEDS 7 &EAL FANTH B0, KEMRERY VT
ELTHEAT 2L Wi TH o7z, — T, Aodge %
533y 7 OFEMKE, RFPEICE LB TEEINY Y TV
PIEAEL V. XoT, YU 7 VOBIIBEENEZY, 8%
BOBRT LWL TN TI A=Y 2RETLIOKREDT—%
MUFEE 72 %5 CNN Of5tE E, Saito 5OFEZM -7 LT
BMo72L LTHDVWHREZR LN LIRS 2w,

ZIT, HAOREFETEEREL Y V7 =2 (Pre-
trained network) % HI\»7z Fine-tuning % 17 - 7. Fine-tun-
ing 1%, Pre-trained network ® /%5 X — % % [f% L J1 kg D
A XY 5T & T, Pre-trained network % ¥ 7 SRl
HEEE LTHWBJiETH HERE%E (Transfer Learning)
O—MTH b, WRFRZIGEHTAHILT, KEOT—212X
S THOLNNFERZ FRICHE T2 2 e RE 25, —
J7, Fine-tuning 1%, #x#%¥ ® X 9 T Pre-trained network
DO EEE SRR LU, WIIE BT 5 —HoEo
PRI A—=FIZOPMEIZ) £y ML, BRESERIEIC X 2998 %
DL FETHSH. X o T Fine-tuning 1§, 7= 1% &
b Pre-trained network O & ¥ HEZFH LoD, Pre-
trained network M85 A —F Z X DHF L WVF A7 IZH L7 D
DIZHH ¥ (Tuning) TEXAHIE0H, BWHEZEONS L
W R AR RO,

Z DX ) Y% O Fine-tuning T, W& & 5%
Pre-trained network FIKDPEREASRAEN 722 7V ORGEEICK
ERWBE5 25, T0®, —#HIZ ImageNet™ @ 1,000
JIADT—=FRHwiarRy 4 va My —2r 23y 7T
& 5 ImageNet Large-scale Visual Recognition Challenge
(ILSVRC) TEFH MM EERLLET AN HONL L
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Fig. 10 The structure of the VGG-16 and the samples that
applied the transfer learning and fine tuning.

HE ., 2 THA L, Saito 5O LA YHEEDON—-2 L LT
i &7z VGG-16" @ Pre-trained network % R L 7.
VGG-16 1%, 2015 4FE @ ILSVRC TH§ % S 1172 Oxford Visual
Geometry Group ® 16 J& CNN (VGG-16, Fig.10 &) T»
D, BHAKRELEWEREEZHEE LYy 7R ERR L7
Ay MU= HEEE RO, BROY TS LR
{, VGG-16 DR X—= 2 L2V RLS RSN TwA.
52 F—42INE

Tx OWRETHETIE, Fine-tuning 8 %479 720 0¥%H 5
=2 LT, I3Iv70RMOMWIFEE, £H5DOMBITHFEL S
N728 Z7&V5. 33y 7 OFRRITBI L HAAOHEHRIT T I
I DY AL PVREEZLE Vo BEERLMFLEL 2V
O, WgICHrNT T MCEET 2 EH (eg, ¥Y T2
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Table 1l Number of output layers in our model.
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Fig. 11 The result of learning by fine-tuned VGG-16.
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